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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s)

1. It is recommended that the Growth Overview and Scrutiny Committee considers 
the outcome of the public consultation exercise undertaken with respect to 
updating the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement and make any 
recommendation to the Cabinet for consideration in determining any amendments 
to the Statement of Community Involvement.
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1 The Background to the Report
1.1 The requirement to prepare a Statement of community involvement (SCI) is set out in the 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2014.  The SCI is the document which sets out 
how the public, organisations and other interested parties will be involved and engaged in 
the preparation of new development plan documents and in the process of determining 
planning applications.

1.2 A revised Statement of Community Involvement was approved by Cabinet for public 
consultation at its meeting held on 10th May 2018 (the consultation version of the SCI is 
attached as Appendix 1 to this report). A six-week period of consultation then took place 
during June and July 2018.  All responses made during that consultation are set out in the 
Appendix 2 to this report, together with the officer response to each comment made.

1.3 The Growth Overview and Scrutiny Committee is requested to note the outcome of the 
public consultation exercise undertaken with respect to updating the Council’s SCI and 
make any recommendation to the Cabinet for consideration in determining any 
amendments to the SCI.

2 Consultation and Feedback Received
2.1 The consultation process involved the following methods;

 Notification Letters - Notification letters were sent to the 1480 consultees on the Local 
Plan database, this included both statutory and general consultees. Notification letters 
were also sent out to all Parish Councils and Ward Councillors. Notification letters 
included information on how consultees could make representation on the draft 2018 
SCI.  

 Website - A new webpage was created detailing all the relevant information regarding 
the draft 2018 SCI. This included a links to the draft SCI document and representation 
form.  

 Hard Copy - A reference hard copy of the document was made available at the South 
Kesteven District Council Office within Grantham (for the duration of the consultation).

2.2 In summary, a total of 15 responses were received to the consultation and these are 
summarised in Appendix 2, together with the Officer response.  Nine of these were from 
statutory consultees, of which 4 require no direct response.  The remaining statutory 
consultee responses deal with specific issues and each have been considered when 
drafting the officer response.  The six other responses have also raised specific matters 
which have been considered in drafting the officer response.  

3 Available Options Considered
3.1 The Officer response to comments made through the consultation are also set out in 

Appendix 2.  Members are requested to consider these in making any recommendation to 
Cabinet.

4 Preferred Option
4.1 There is no preferred option at this stage as the report seeks the views of the Overview 

and Scrutiny Committee. 



5 Reasons for the Recommendations(s)
5.1 To enable Growth Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider the outcome of the public 

consultation exercise undertaken with respect to updating the Council’s Statement of 
Community Involvement and make any recommendation to the Cabinet for consideration 
in determining any amendments to the Statement of Community Involvement.

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision
6.1 It is intended to report any recommendations from Overview and Scrutiny Committee to 

the meeting of Cabinet on 7th March 2019 who will be requested to approve a new 
Statement of Community Involvement, taking account of the Committee’s views and 
comments made during the period of public consultation.

7 Financial Implications 
7.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles Assistant Director, Resources

8 Legal and Governance Implications 
8.1 There are no direct legal and governance implications arising from this report.   The 

Council must comply with any commitment made in its adopted SCI.    The involvement of 
the public in preparing development plan documents and in considering planning 
applications must follow the approach set out in the SCI.  As the local planning authority, 
the Council can determine when to review its SCI.

Legal Implications reviewed by: Ben Bix, Head of Governance

9 Equality and Safeguarding Implications 
9.1 An initial analysis of the Equality Impact of the revised SCI was included in the report to 

Cabinet in seeking approval for the revised SCI to be subject to public consultation.

10 Risk and Mitigation
10.1 There are no significant risks to the Council arising from this report.

11 Community Safety Implications 
11.1 There are no significant community safety implications arising from this report. 

12 Other Implications (where significant) 
12.1 None.

13 Background Papers
13.1 None

14 Appendices
14.1 Appendix 1 - Revised SCI approved by Cabinet for public consultation

14.2 Appendix 2 – Schedule of comments during public consultation together with relevant 
officer responses   
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